[Monitoring the course of birth in -cattle with a transponder recording the ruminal activity].
In the present study the ante partum ruminating behavior and the later birth course were examined. Between May 2016 and April 2017 all cows, on a North German farm with 430 Holstein Friesian cows, were equipped with a transponder recording the ruminating behavior at least one week before the calculated date of birth. In total, 28 births could be monitored. Regardless of the course of birth, a decrease in ruminal activity was observed in all animals in the days before birth. The most significant decrease was on the last day before the birth. A significant difference occurred only at certain times. The present study confirmed an association between the early decline in ruminal activity and any imminent -dystocia. Further and in-depth studies are needed to create an appropriate algorithm.